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the Crusaders had not surrendered to him certain territories
which had once belonged to his Empire.
There remained the Mahometans, whom the Holy See
hoped might be brought to acknowledge the Church of Rome.
Some attempts were made to convert the Moslems to the
religion of the conquerors, but with a lack of success that
might have been foreseen. A more fertile ground was
offered by the communities in Arabia and Syria which
worshipped Jesus Christ but professed doctrines pronounced
by ecclesiastical councils to be heretical. Such communities
were the Jacobites, who taught that Christ had one nature
only, the divine 5 the Nestorians, who taught that Christ had
two natures but only one will and who did not accept the
Virgin as the mother of God; the Maronites, etc. Baldwin I
invited these heretics to take up residence in his kingdom and
promised them commercial advantages as well as freedom
from interference in the exercise of their religion. Some of
them later subscribed to the doctrines of the Roman Church
and submitted themselves to the Pope.
In adopting a policy of toleration, Baldwin was not inspired
by the desire to increase the adherents of the Holy See.
His kingdom needed settlers, and, as the West did not send
sufficient men, he was prepared to welcome anyone in his
territory. The fanatical among the Franks would have
persecuted the native Syrians, who were Christians attached
to the Byzantine Church, as well as the Mahometans and
the Jews, but Baldwin needed population and would not
tolerate any action likely to limit the number of his subjects.
The kingdom over which he ruled was not only under-
populated, but was poorer than any of the three Latin prin-
cipalities of Antioch, Edessa, and Tripoli. Nor was it the
largest or the best equipped for trade, and the Holy City
itself, surrounded by mountains, was difficult of approach.
Yet Baldwin's kingdom overshadowed its rivals. The
Crusade had been instituted to recover the Holy City, and